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EBEXBEEMNER Traffic Management Proposals

Traffic Management Initiatives

Route Numbering

The TAC was briefed in May 2003 on the Administration's proposals to rationalise and promote
route numbering. In 2002, the Transport Department (TD) conducted a consultancy study to review
the existing directional signs. The study recommended that the directional signs along the strategic
road network (SRN) be rationalised and further publicised to provide better guidance to motorists.
To implement the recommendations of the study, TD proposed to revise the numbering system of
the SRN and to assign exit numbers to interchanges along SRN routes. Members welcomed the
Administration's initiative to enhance the user-friendliness of the SRN and were pleased to learn
that the transport trade, professional bodies and academic institutions were supportive of the

proposals.

Traffic Improvement Schemes for the Central Business District

In September 2003, the Administration presented the traffic improvement schemes recommended
under the Strategic Traffic Review for the Central Business District (CBD) to the TAC. The Strategic
Traffic Review was conducted in 2002/03 to assess the present and future traffic situation of the
CBD, taking into account new major developments and the current transport network in the area.
A package of interim traffic improvement measures was formulated to cater for the anticipated
traffic demand that would build up in the CBD upon the gradual completion of new developments.
The TAC welcomed the Administration's initiatives to enhance the traffic flow in the heart of
Hong Kong's business and financial district. Members asked the Administration to consult the

stakeholders beforehand.
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BEHERBEEENES Traffic Management Proposals

Parking Policy

Parking Demand Study

The Administration briefed the TAC on the latest demand and supply for parking spaces in the
territory, and the progress of implementing the recommendations under the Second Parking Demand
Study (PDS2). The PDS2, which was completed in late 2002, reviewed the issues related to current
and future parking needs, produced an updated estimate of the parking situation in the next
decade, and recommended remedial measures to address the problems identified. Members noted
that there was a surplus of parking spaces for private cars, but there were insufficient parking spaces
for goods vehicles, coaches and motorcycles. Remedial measures being taken forward included
the provision of multi-storey vehicle parks in new developments, use of short-term tenancy sites
for parking, and provision of more on-street parking as well as loading and unloading facilities.
Members welcomed the Administration's various initiatives to address the parking problems in

Hong Kong.

Road Safety Related Proposals

Review of the Effectiveness of
New Road Safety Legislation

In January 2003, the TAC was briefed on the findings of the review on the effectiveness of the road
safety legislation implemented in the past few years. Members were pleased to note that the new
road safety legislation had generally achieved the intended deterrent effect as evidenced by the
improvement in accident and prosecution statistics as well as a continuing reduction in the number
of fatalities in traffic incidents. The TAC urged the Administration to continue its efforts to enhance
road safety through enforcement actions and coordinated promotional activities with the Road

Safety Council, District Councils and other relevant parties.
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BEXBEEENES Traffic Management Proposals

Speed Limit Review

The Administration conducts regular reviews on the speed limits
of trunk roads and primary distributors to improve the safety

and efficiency of Hong Kong's transport system. The reviews are

carried out by a working group comprising representatives from the Transport
Department, the Hong Kong Police Force and professional motoring associations. In

February 2003, the TAC was briefed on the progress of the speed limit review exercise conducted
in 2002. Members welcomed the working group's recommendations in respect of 32 road sections,
in particular the standardisation of speed limits at all toll plazas. Members also noted the positive

feedback on speed limit road markings to alert motorists of the change to a lower speed limit.

Tuen Mun Road Traffic Incident Independent
Expert Panel

Following the traffic incident on Tuen Mun Road on 10 July 2003, the Chief Executive appointed
an Independent Expert Panel (the Panel) to examine and make recommendations on safety measures
to prevent similar catastrophes. In September 2003, the Panel briefed the TAC on the progress of
its work and invited Members to share their views on measures to enhance highway safety. Members
highlighted the importance of improving driving behaviour and offered suggestions in the areas
of road engineering, parapet design, traffic management and enforcement actions. In December
2003, the Panel briefed the TAC on its findings and recommendations set out in the Report on
Enhancement of Highway Safety. Members supported the Panel's recommendations to foster a
responsible and considerate driving culture and to adopt a total safety management approach to
prevent catastrophic accidents. The TAC urged the Administration to take prompt actions to

implement the improvement measures.
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