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Transport Planning and
Major Infrastructure Projects
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he TAC supports a holistic approach in transport planning and considers it important

River Delta region. Members considered a number of.key in
n 2003 and a summary of our ad\{_rc_e"is_ set out below.
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Transport Planning
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Northwest New Territories Traffic and
Infrastructure Review

In August 2003, the TAC was briefed on the preliminary outcome of the Northwest
New Territories Traffic and Infrastructure Review. The Review identified four
packages of highway projects, viz. Lantau-Urban Link, Tuen Mun Road Bypass,
Strategic North-South Link (East) and Strategic North-South Link (West), to meet
the forecast traffic demand in northwest New Territories. Members noted that
the priority and implementation timeframe of the projects would be assessed in
the light of the findings of studies underway and the growth in cross-boundary
traffic. The TAC asked the Administration to keep Members informed of the

progress in implementing the proposed highway packages.

Railway Projects
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Railway systems are characterised by high capacity and low adverse environmental
impact. The TAC fully supports the Administration's policy to make railway the
backbone of Hong Kong's transport system and to enhance inter-modal connections

to increase the efficiency of Hong Kong's transport network.
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Review on Island Line Extension and
South Hong Kong Island Line

In February 2003, TAC was briefed on the review findings on the development of
the Island Line Extensions (ILE), Route 7, and the South Hong Kong Island Line (SIL)
and related transport arrangements. Members noted that the Mass Transit Railway
Corporation Limited (MTRCL) would be asked to proceed with further planning
on the West Hong Kong Island Line (WIL) Phase 1 from Sheung Wan to Belcher
including a possible link with the SIL; and that the completion of the North Hong
Kong Line would be deferred beyond 2016 due to the reduction in forecast
employment in Western District. Members also noted that a review on Route 7
vis-a-vis SIL had been completed and that MTRCL would be asked to modify its
preliminary proposal on SIL to arrive at a more cost-effective option. In the interim,
the Administration would proceed with the improvement measures for Pokfulam
Road and keep in view the planning of Route 7. The TAC welcomed the further
planning of WIL Phase 1 which would markedly improve the transport links to the
Western District. Members considered that the WIL Phase 1 and SIL, when taken
together, would form a transport 'loop' joining the population and tourism centres
in the Southern District with the northern coast of Hong Kong Island. They urged
the Government to look for more cost-effective schemes when taking forward
these two projects with MTRCL. The TAC also advised the Administration to consider
carefully the impact of SIL on existing public transport services in the Southern
District when there were more definite proposals on the timetable and alignment

of the SIL.
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Tsim Sha Tsui
Extension
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Kowloon Southern Link

Further to the presentation in October 2002 on the different alignment options for
the Kowloon Southern Link (KSL), the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation (KCRC)
briefed the TAC in December 2003 on the latest development of the KSL project.
Members were pleased to learn that the bored tunnel method to be adopted for
the construction of the KSL along Canton Road would minimise disruption to the
traffic and adverse impact on the tourist attraction areas. Members noted that there
would only be one station at West Kowloon to avoid the lengthy land resumption
process required for the construction of an off-line Canton Road Station. Members
were also briefed on measures to minimise the impact of noise and vibration from
the trains to the Hong Kong Cultural Centre and Science Museum in the vicinity
during the construction and operation of the KSL. TAC looked forward to the
commissioning of the KSL by end 2008 to provide a direct railway access for the

population in the northwest New Territories to Tsim Sha Tsui in Kowloon.

Cross-boundary Traffic

The Pearl River Delta (PRD) has undergone rapid development and held much
potential for future expansion. The growing economic forte of the PRD provides
impetus for further growth in Hong Kong while Hong Kong's economic functions
and international network strengthen the development of the region. TAC considers
the provision of well-planned infrastructure and efficient transport facilities vital
for the integration of the regional economy and convenient movement of passengers

and freight across the boundary.
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Transport Arrangements at the
Lok Ma Chau Control Point

In January 2003, the TAC was briefed on the transport arrangements to tie in with the introduction
of 24-hour passenger clearance at Lok Ma Chau Control Point (LMCCP). Members noted that
preparations had been made to facilitate movement of passengers and the Transport Department
would closely monitor the traffic pattern and passenger demand during the extended hours. TAC
asked the Administration to review the arrangements after implementation to see if refinements
were required. At a subsequent meeting in March 2003, the TAC was briefed on the progress of
the trial schemes for taxi and green minibus operation at LMCCP during the extended hours.
Members supported the Administration's decision to implement the trial scheme in a progressive

manner to ensure an orderly and safe environment for all at the Control Point.

The Hong Kong - Zhuhai - Macao Bridge

In October 2003, the TAC was briefed on the progress of the Hong Kong - Zhuhai - Macao Bridge
project. Members noted that the study jointly commissioned by the National Development and
Reform Commission and the HKSAR Government had confirmed the need for and urgency of a
transport link between Hong Kong and Pearl River West (PRW) to meet the growing demand for
passenger and freight transport between Hong Kong and PRW. Members were briefed on the
possible sites for the landing point of the Bridge and the possible alignments for the connecting
infrastructure linking the Bridge with the existing road network and strategic facilities. The TAC
welcomed the Bridge project and noted that the Governments of Hong Kong, Macao and Guangdong
had set up a Hong Kong - Zhuhai - Macao Bridge Advance Work Coordination Group to take forward
the advance planning for the Bridge.
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North Lantau
Highway Connection




Road Project

Central-Wanchai Bypass

In September 2003, the TAC was briefed on the urgency for and proposed alignment
of the Central - Wanchai Bypass (CWB) and Island Eastern Corridor Link. Traffic
forecast indicated that if the CWB was not provided in time, the forecast traffic
volume during peak hours in 2011 on the critical sections of the Connaught Road
Central/Harcourt Road/Gloucester Road corridor would exceed their capacities by

30% and result in serious traffic congestion in the Central and Wanchai areas.

The TAC indicated strong support for the early construction of the CWB.

st 2

hIRETRER

“ER-FNA ERARACSHREARTREFRENR
BERMEIYE  AHNZENESR - RERAURETR - 0
REFRETHMBER  H-T——F THET

B/ ETEERHEERRTIENRENTEERESNE
BNREEE=-R  BPREF-FTHXBREEE - AR

Rt RBERRERESRFAEDREFHRE -

18 19
EHRANTZMEEE Transport Planning and Major Infrastructure Projects

REBHESE_OO=FFH, Transport Advisory Committee Annual Report 2003




