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Parking Policy

Meter Replacement Plan

In February 2002, the TAC considered the Administration's proposal to replace the

existing parking meters with new meters accepting reloadable cards. Members

noted that the first batch of electronic parking meters which accepted disposable

e-Park card were installed in April 1998 and were reaching the end of their useful

life. In view of the recent development of reloadable cards, the TAC supported the

Administration's proposal to replace the parking meters with an Octopus only system,

with sufficient capacity for the meters to be upgraded to also accept other reloadable

cards in future. Reloadable cards provide a more cost-effective and environmentally

friendly payment alternative to the existing e-Park cards and were also widely

supported by the motoring community.

Parking Demand Study

The Administration presented the findings of the Second Parking Demand Study

(PDS2) to the TAC in March 2002. The PDS2 was commissioned in May 2000 to carry

out a comprehensive review of key issues pertinent to existing and future parking

and loading/unloading needs and related problems and to recommend remedial

measures to address the problems identified. In terms of ownership-related demand

(or night time parking), the TAC noted that there would be a surplus of parking

spaces for private car and shortfalls for goods vehicle, container vehicle, motorcycle

and coach parking spaces in 2006 and 2011. As the majority of vehicles in particular

goods vehicles and coaches are on the move during daytime, there was generally

no problem with usage-related demand (or daytime parking) for the various types

of vehicles. Members supported the remedial measures recommended in the PDS2

to address the shortfalls identified. They included more flexible application of

planning standards and guidelines/planning process; better management of existing

parking facilities; and application of advanced technology solutions.
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Enhancement of Pedestrian Environment

Study on Planning for Pedestrians

At its meeting in February 2002, the TAC was briefed on the preliminary findings

of the "Study on Planning for Pedestrians". The main objective of the study was

to formulate practical guidance on how to achieve a better pedestrian environment

in Hong Kong. It was noted that the Planning Department had completed the first

stage of the study and a broad planning framework setting out the principles,

concepts, guidelines and standards for pedestrian planning was proposed for public

consultation. The TAC was pleased to note that the study saw the need to promote

pedestrian access to public transport which tied in well with the transport policy

of encouraging the use of public transport services, particularly the railway. The

TAC looked forward to seeing the results of the next stage of the study which would

apply the framework, principles and concepts to selected action areas.

Escalator/Elevator Links

The Administration presented to the TAC the proposals to install escalator/elevator

links at Centre Street in the Western District and at Fortress Hill in the Eastern District

in March 2002. Members were of the view that the initiatives would contribute to

the development of a more user friendly system of pedestrian facilities and promote

walking as a transport mode. The TAC supported that the Administration should

proceed with the technical feasibility study of the proposed systems and further

consult the relevant District Councils when the technical feasibility was confirmed.

Pedestrianisation Schemes

Pedestrianisation schemes have been successfully implemented in Causeway Bay,

Tsim Sha Tsui, Mong Kok, Central, Wan Chai, Sham Shui Po and Jordan. The TAC

discussed the progress of these schemes in November 2002 and noted that they were

well-received by the local communities and the public at large. Members considered

that pedestrianisation schemes were effective in reducing the conflict between

vehicular and pedestrian traffic and had brought about significant improvements

to the pedestrian environment. The TAC advised that the Administration should

continue to identify and assess the possibility of extending such schemes to other

areas in Hong Kong.
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Road Safety Related Proposals

Safety of School Transport Vehicles

In January 2002, the TAC was consulted on a package of possible measures to enhance

the safety of passengers on school transport vehicles. It was agreed that all new

school transport vehicles should be provided with proper and well constructed seats

according to specifications to be decided by the Transport Department. The

Administration would work on the proposals and aimed to introduce the relevant

legislation in 2003. The TAC also noted that in view of the inconclusive overseas

findings on the effectiveness of seat belts on school transport vehicles, the proposal

on compulsory fitting and wearing of seat belt on these vehicles would not be

pursued at this stage. The Administration was requested to continue to monitor

the safety record of school transport vehicles and consider further improvement

measures where necessary.

Speed Limit Review

The Administration conducts regular reviews on speed limits of trunk roads and

primary distributors to improve the overall efficiency of our transport system. In

reviewing the speed limit of any road sections, ensuring the safety of the road users

is the primary concern. The TAC was briefed in March 2002 on the progress of the

speed limit review conducted in late 2000 to 2001. Members noted that the review

covered a total of 53 road sections and a working group comprising representatives

from the Transport Department and relevant transport trade bodies was formed

to deliberate the findings of the review. The TAC supported the working group's

recommendation that speed limits of nine road sections be relaxed, one be tightened

and the remaining 43 be retained. The TAC also advised that the Administration

should continue with such reviews to further enhance the efficiency and safety of

our road network.
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Safety of School Transport Vehicles

In January 2002, the TAC was consulted on a package of possible measures to enhance

the safety of passengers on school transport vehicles. It was agreed that all new

school transport vehicles should be provided with proper and well constructed seats

according to specifications to be decided by the Transport Department. The

Administration would work on the proposals and aimed to introduce the relevant

legislation in 2003. The TAC also noted that in view of the inconclusive overseas

findings on the effectiveness of seat belts on school transport vehicles, the proposal

on compulsory fitting and wearing of seat belt on these vehicles would not be

pursued at this stage. The Administration was requested to continue to monitor

the safety record of school transport vehicles and consider further improvement

measures where necessary.

Speed Limit Review

The Administration conducts regular reviews on speed limits of trunk roads and

primary distributors to improve the overall efficiency of our transport system. In

reviewing the speed limit of any road sections, ensuring the safety of the road users

is the primary concern. The TAC was briefed in March 2002 on the progress of the

speed limit review conducted in late 2000 to 2001. Members noted that the review

covered a total of 53 road sections and a working group comprising representatives

from the Transport Department and relevant transport trade bodies was formed

to deliberate the findings of the review. The TAC supported the working group's

recommendation that speed limits of nine road sections be relaxed, one be tightened

and the remaining 43 be retained. The TAC also advised that the Administration

should continue with such reviews to further enhance the efficiency and safety of

our road network.
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Relaxation of No-Stopping Restriction Time Periods

The Transport Department (TD) reviews from time to time the non-stopping restriction

(NSR) hours to ascertain their continued applicability in the light of the prevailing

traffic pattern. In September 2002, the TAC was consulted on TD's latest review and

recommendation to relax the NSR time periods. Members noted that the operating

hours of all general purpose peak-hour NSR zones would be changed to commence

from 8am instead of 7am (i.e. 8am - 10am and 4pm - 7pm). TD would review whether

further relaxation was justified after the above relaxation had been implemented.

The TAC supported the recommendation and suggested adopting a phased approach

to better ascertain the traffic impact so generated.
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