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EHRAMMEENERE Transport Planning and Major Infrastructural Projects

Transport Planning

In February 2001, the TAC was consulted on the
first stage of a study entitled "“Hong Kong 2030:
Planning Vision and Strategy" undertaken by the
Planning Department. The Study, which comprises
four stages, aims to produce a long-term land-

use-transport-environmental planning framework
to guide the development of Hong Kong over the
next 30 years. The TAC was again consulted on
the second stage of the Study in January 2002.
Members agreed that planning and transport were inter-related in shaping
the future of Hong Kong. In view of the close links between Hong Kong and the
Mainland, the Committee suggested that the Study should provide a preliminary
assessment of the future demand for additional cross boundary facilities so that
planning and preparation work could start early. The TAC further advised that the
Administration should continue to provide sufficient transport infrastructure and
transport services in a timely and efficient manner to tie in with the land use plan.

Railway Projects

Railways are environmentally friendly and efficient mass carriers. Locating future
strategic developments along the rail alignment will reduce reliance on road-based

transport, enhance the efficiency of the rail network, and ensure affordable fare
levels. The TAC fully supports the Administration’s policy to make railway the
backbone of Hong Kong's transport system.
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EHRANMEENERE Transport Planning and Major Infrastructural Projects

Tseung Kwan O Line

Prior to the commissioning of the Tseung Kwan O Line (TKL) in August 2002, the
TAC was briefed in July 2002 by the Mass Transit Railway Corporation Limited (MTRCL)
on the service and fares of the new line. The TAC was pleased to see that a
speedy and reliable railway service would be provided to residents in the
Tseung Kwan O and Yau Tong areas. Members noted that the TKL
fares were consistent with the existing zonal fare structure of
other MTR lines. In determining the TKL fares, MTRCL had

' taken into account factors including the prevailing
* economic conditions, passenger affordability,
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market competition and the company's
financial position. The TAC welcomed
MTRCL's initiative to introduce promotional
discounts on the commissioning of TKL and
its clear undertaking to consider further
promotions to encourage patronage of the
service.

Shatin to Central Link

Following the announcement of the award of the Shatin to Central Link (SCL) to
the Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation (KCRC) in June 2002, KCRC was requested
to refine the alignment to include more stations and rail links to serve more population.
The TAC was briefed on the latest progress of the SCL at its meeting in September
2002. Members noted KCRC's proposals to include a new station at Tsz Wan Shan,
a people mover system linking Hung

. @_&I Hom Station to the Whampoa area
Al and provision in the design for a

new station at Hin Keng in future.
The TAC supported provision of
il additional stations so that more
people could make use of the rail
| line. Members also noted that the
3 proposed additional station at Tsz
A ._ Wan Shan would affect the
implementation programme of the
SCL. Although the early opening
of the section between Tai Wai and
Diamond Hill in early 2008 as

i previously planned would not now
_ be possible, the TAC urged KCRC
= x en to adhere to its original target of

.
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opening the whole SCL rail line by
e T o end 2008/early 2009.
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EHRANMEENERE Transport Planning and Major Infrastructural Projects

Kowloon Southern Link

In October 2002, KCRC made a presentation to the TAC on the latest progress of
the Kowloon Southern Link (KSL) scheduled for completion in early 2009. Members
noted that with the KSL, people in the North West New Territories could use West
Rail to access the main employment/business areas in urban Kowloon. They could
also travel conveniently between West Rail, East Rail and the Shatin to Central Link,
interchanging at the Hung Hom Station. Members also noted that there were four
alternative alignments for KSL between West Kowloon Station and Tsim Sha Tsui
Station, and KCRC had proposed a new station at Canton Road. The TAC considered
the Canton Road alignment to be the preferred option as it better served the main
ARemENAS | "f"'“‘-\.\ business area and had less impact on land use and the harbour. Nonetheless, the
Cl anmunn TAC advised that the KCRC should carefully consider the traffic implications and the
e impact on businesses in the vicinity of Canton Road before firming up the alignment.

Cross-boundary Traffic

Cross boundary passenger and freight traffic is forecast to increase significantly in
the years ahead in view of Hong Kong's growing economic and social links with the
Mainland, particularly with the adjoining Guangdong Province. The TAC sees the
provision of sufficient transport facilities to support such development as a clear
priority.

Improvement Works at Lo Wu

In April 2002, the TAC was briefed on a number of proposed improvement works
at the Lo Wu boundary crossing by the Administration and KCRC. Members noted
that measures to be introduced by the Administration included expanding the
Departure Hall, widening the passageway to the Departure Hall, replacing immigration
counters, and improvement works at Lo Wu Footbridge. In parallel, KCRC had
devised a new boarding and alighting scheme at the Lo Wu Station and a series of

improvement works to smoothen passenger flow. The TAC supported the proposed
works as they would help relieve congestion at Lo Wu and facilitate the growing
cross-boundary passenger traffic. The Committee also urged for timely completion

of the works in phases by 2005.
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EHFANMEENERE Transport Planning and Major Infrastructural Projects

Cross-boundary Travel Survey 2001

In May 2002, the TAC was briefed on the findings of the "Cross-boundary Travel
Survey 2001" commissioned by the Planning Department and conducted in November
2001. Information on the purposes, origins and destinations of the cross-boundary
trips and socio-economic characteristics of the trip makers was collected. According
to the Survey, majority of the passenger trips were made by people living in Hong
Kong. Passenger trips made by Hong Kong residents living in the Mainland had
increased significantly by 75% over the past two years. The survey findings would
provide useful input for Government's overall transport planning, in particular in
its planning of cross-boundary transport infrastructure.

Shenzhen Western Corridor

Given the capacity constraints of the existing road crossings, the TAC considers that
a new road link with Guangdong Province is urgently required. At its meeting in
September 2001, the TAC supported the early completion of the Shenzhen Western
Corridor and its connecting road in Hong Kong, Deep Bay Link, which would provide
a strategic fourth road crossing between Hong Kong and Shenzhen. The TAC was
briefed on the progress of the project in December 2002 and noted that the
Administration was pressing ahead with the project with a target completion date
of late 2005.

Passenger and Vehicular Traffic at Control Points

At its meeting in December 2002, the TAC was also briefed on the current passenger
and vehicular traffic conditions at Lok Ma Chau, Man Kam To and Sha Tau Kok and
measures being implemented or planned by the Administration to smoothen the
passenger and vehicular flows at the control points. Members were supportive of
the proposals and urged for their early implementation. The Administration also
briefed the TAC on the preparation on the Hong Kong side for 24-hour operation
of the Lok Ma Chau/Huanggang Control Point for passenger transport. The TAC
welcomed the new arrangements to facilitate passengers.
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EHRANMEENERE Transport Planning and Major Infrastructural Projects

Road Projects

Central Kowloon Route

The Administration's proposal to construct a dual 3-lane Central Kowloon Route

(CKR) along a revised alignment was presented to the TAC in April 2002. The

proposed CKR would be a high capacity segregated trunk road linking the West
Kowloon reclamation with the future South East Kowloon Development (SEKD) and

Road T3

on to Tseung Kwan O via Road T2 and Western Coast Road.

The TAC noted that having regard to the change in the
SEKD scheme, the Government had adjusted the CKR
alignment. It would now connect the existing Yau Ma Tei
Interchange and the proposed road network of SEKD, via
Ho Man Tin, To Kwa Wan and the bus terminus at Kowloon
City Ferry Pier. Members considered the revised alignment
to be superior to the original alignment. It allowed the
tunnel to run at a greater depth, thus substantially reducing
the construction impact on existing roads and services in
the To Kwa Wan area. The TAC supported that the
Government should proceed with the design of CKR, with
a view to commencing construction in 2007 for completion
by 2011.

Road T3 is a dual two-lane primary distributor road in Tai Wai of Sha Tin New Town,

serving as an approach to the future Route 9 - section between Cheung Sha Wan
and Sha Tin (R9-CSWST). In December 2002, the TAC was consulted on the
Administration's proposal to construct Road T3 under the Sha Tin New Town, Stage
Il Development. Members were advised that the road needed to be completed by
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2007 in order to realise the full traffic carrying
potential of R9-CSWST, which was currently under
construction for completion in 2007. The TAC
noted that R9-CSWST would serve to relieve traffic
on the existing links between Tai Wai and

Kowloon, including Lion Rock Tunnel and Tate's
Cairn Tunnel. Members were concerned that
without Road T3, R9-CSWST could only rely on
its single-lane slip roads connected to Che Kung
Miu Road for reaching Sha Tin. This would greatly
reduce the attractiveness of Route 9. The TAC
supported the Administration's proposal to
construct Road T3 and urged for timely completion
of the project to tie in with the completion of
R9-CSWST.




